Muskoka Lakes
Music Festival

When  Toronto  Symphony
Circhestra  wielinist Ats Bankas
awvited a number of classical musi-
cians from all over the globe 10
rexch at 3 summer music camp he
ran on Like Rossean. he ¢ould
never have imagined where it mighe
lead. They ook him W On s offer
in 199, bur they waneed w play
somewhere at mighi. 30 Bankas
bogan a summcr milsac scfics  an
Windermere.

[tz spccess lead Bankas to ask
local impresarias Gary Froude and
ﬂ;}']f l}q::ip;q.- i h;lr manage a
larger event he would call the
Muskoka Lakes Music Fesrival,
which had i premiere season the
F-:rllnwing AUIMMCT,

In the years siibie, the fesoival has
cxpanded its repertoire beyond clas.
sical to include music from many
ather genres. It has spawned musi-
cal and fine ars education pro-
grams, enteraining and teaching
with performens and artists of the
highest caliber.

The festivals musie huru:'rr pro-
gram transformed into the Kaleido-
scope Arts in Education program,
which brings artisss of every disci-
pline inte Muskoka clastraoms 1o
enfich young lives and spark cre-
arivity. The program has won the
Trillinm Award for Ares and Cul-
ture and been recognized by organ-
irationt such as the Namonal Ars-
Smarts Merwork and LINESCO,

*The festival board and staff have
worked so incredibly hard for more
than a decade and | chink really
have made a significant difference
in Muskoka,” says Gayle Demipsey,



